Summary
With increasing urbanisation comes habitat destruction and alteration, resulting in the loss 37 of natural nesting and foraging habitats for wildlife, including birds (Evans et al. 2009 ). An 38 estimated 48% of the UK population feed birds in their gardens (Davies et al. 2009 ), 39 . Householders provide supplementary food 40 to birds to nurture interest in the natural world or because feeding provides a connection to 41 nature, or to assist birds through the winter (Jones & Reynolds 2008; Cox & Gaston 2016) . 42 Supplementary feeding is also a standard conservation intervention (e.g. Castro et al. 2003 ; 43 Phipps et al. 2013; Mallord et al. 2010) . Fuller et al. (2008) found that avian abundance 44 increased with greater densities of feeders in an area. However, it is difficult to separate the 45 effect of feeders on population abundance as opposed to feeders attracting birds, and 46 another study in the same area found no effect of the presence of supplementary feeders on 47 bird assemblages, leaving the actual effect uncertain. In fact, supplementary feeding can The British Trust for Ornithology (2006) 
Results

213
Impact of food type on bird presence 214 There was a significantly higher probability of presence of birds of any species at tables 215 providing peanuts than those providing bread (GLMM, Z = 5.46, p < 0.001; Fig. 1 ), and no 216 significant difference between those with cheese and bread (GLMM, Z = 1.81, p = 0.07).
Impact of weather on visit rates
218
None of the weather variables (rain, wind, temperature or ground conditions) had any effect 219 on the probability of the presence of birds (GLMM, all p > 0.2). However, the relatively 220 steady weather might mean we did not see sufficient variation to conclude in this respect.
221
Species-specific food preferences 222 There was a higher probability of seeing Great Tits Parus major (Fig. 2a) and Blue Tits ( occurs for urban birds feeding on human-derived foods.
259
Great Tits had a particularly strong preference for peanuts, which has been observed 260 in an earlier study (Cowie and Hinsley 1988 
